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middle classes have not danced when the poll was announced.
It has wept copiously at royal funerals and the middle classes
have not mourned when it went out of office. One reason for
this is that it has always confused the middle classes with the
middle class. The middle class, which the innocuous insipidities
of party manifestos were designed to coax, is a political Mrs.
Harris. There is no such person. So-called middle-class people fall
mostly into two groups sharply defined by deferences of outlook,
educations, aspirations, and tastes. One must be a bulwark of
any progressive movement which can hope to gain and retain
office. The other is made up of individuals whose activities would
be quite unnecessary in a rationally planned society.

The first are the salariat; people whose employment is generally
contingent on some recognized qualification based on extended
formal education. They are the technicians, the teachers, the clerks
and administrative workers, public officials and managers. Such
people have everything to gain from extending public enterprise
to take advantage of new technical knowledge. The others are
the shopkeepers, the middlemen and agents of competitive capi-
talism. Much of the work they do is utterly useless. What is not
could be done in a planned economy by co-operatives and
municipal enterprise. It is to<5 much to expect them to dance at
their own funeral So a united front which will advance towards
a planned economy of abundance cannot be a united front of
Labour and the middle class as a whole. It can only be a united
front of wage earners and salaried employees.

Those who have sincerely and honestly striven to secure new
allies for Labour, still think that they can do so, if they allay the
fear that a Labour Government will undertake drastic innovations
and daring social experiments. They think that it is necessary to
train the middle cksses slowly and patiently to realize that public
enterprise can carry out with equal efficiency tasks hitherto dis-
charged by private undertakings. Both these beliefs are based on
a complete misunderstanding of what section of the middle classes
can furnish allies for Socialism and what its real aspirations are.
Industrial capitalism has brought into being a new social group